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Founded as the private Chattanooga University in 1886 and a campus of the University of 
Tennessee system since 1969, the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga has a long and 
proud heritage of excellence derived from the best of private and public traditions of higher 
education. 

UTC students are prepared for ethical and active leadership in their civic, cultural and 
professional lives.  

The city of Chattanooga is a living laboratory for UTC students and faculty, who benefit 
immeasurably from strategic partnerships that make abundant experiential learning and 
applied research opportunities available. 

 

THE UNIVERSITY PROFILE  
• Five colleges: Arts and Sciences; Business; Engineering and Computer Science; Health, 

Education, and Professional Studies; and the Honors College. 
• 95 undergraduate, 53 master’s, five doctoral and four specialist degree programs; and 

30 certificate programs. 
• More than 1.8 million books and federal and state documents in University libraries. 
• Member of the Southern Conference for intercollegiate athletics. UTC student-athletes 

compete in 17 Division I sports, earning multiple conference championships and post-
season play. Almost 160 student athletes are listed on the honor roll and have a record-
high average GPA of 3.1. 

THE STUDENT PROFILE 2017-18 
• Incoming freshmen had an average high school GPA of 3.48, highest for a freshman class 

in 20 years. 
• Entire student body average ACT of 23.7; Tennessee mean ACT is 19.9; national mean 

ACT is 20.8. 
• 11,533 total students: 10,170 undergraduates (2,042 new freshmen and 810 transfer 

students) and 1,363 graduate students. 
• Total tuition and fees for in-state undergraduates: $8,544; undergraduate regional 

tuition: $12,574; out-of state undergraduate tuition: $24,662.  
• 35 percent of students qualify for federal Pell Grants and at least 72 percent received 

some form of financial aid in 2015-16. 
• Fewer than 10 percent of students are from outside Tennessee; 56 percent are women; 

and 24 percent are non-white. 
 
THE FACULTY PROFILE  
Forty-seven percent are women and 90 percent hold a terminal degree. 
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UTC is a comprehensive, community-engaged 
campus of the University of Tennessee System. 
UTC is an EEO/AA/Titles VI & IX/Section 
504/ADA/ADEA institution. 

 

 
 
THE ALUMNI PROFILE 
• More than 60,000 alumni. 
• 68 percent of alumni live in Tennessee. 
• Outside Tennessee, the largest concentrations of alumni are in Georgia, Alabama, 

Florida and North Carolina. 
 
THE FINANCIAL PROFILE 
• State appropriations fund less than 20 percent of annual budget. 
• The University of Chattanooga Foundation endowment was $124 million on June 30, 

2017; 28 percent of funds support academics; 24 percent support scholarships; 34 
percent are unrestricted; 13 percent support professorships; and 1 percent support 
faculty development. 

 
THE RESEARCH PROFILE 
• Faculty research areas include science and engineering, health and wellness, social 

sciences, education and the arts. 
• Undergraduate and graduate students also are engaged in most research, gaining 

practical, real-world experience in their chosen fields. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACCOLADES 
• Designated a Community Engagement University by the Carnegie Foundation for the 

Advancement of Teaching in recognition of community involvement. 
• Ranked by U.S. News and World Report in the Top Tier of Southern Regional Master’s 

Universities. 
• Named to the U.S. President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll with 

Distinction, the highest federal honor for a university’s commitment to service learning 
and civic engagement. 

• A 2015 College of Distinction for student engagement, great teaching, vibrant 
communities and successful outcomes. 

• UTC alumnus Robert Fisher, as a 2015 undergrad, was named a Rhodes Scholar, one of 
only 32 nationally and the only scholar from Tennessee. 

• More than $300 million in new construction on campus, including recently opened, $48-
million, state-of-the-art library. 

 


